me very much, that there should not be anything over and
above what is necessary in casting. My astonishment in-
deed was raised to such a degree that I looked upon it as
a miracle immediately wrought by the Almighty. I went
on uncovering it with great success, and found every part
turn out to admiration till I had reached the foot of
the right leg, where I perceived the heel come out. So
proceeding to examine it and finding that the whole was
filled up, in one respect I was glad, in another sorry,
because I had told the duke that it would not have that
effect. Continuing, however, to uncover it, I found that
not only the toes were wanting, but part of the foot itself,
so that there was almost one half deficient. This occa-
sioned me some new trouble, but I was not displeased at it,
because I could thereby convince the duke that I under-
stood my business thoroughly. And though there had
come out a great deal more of that foot than I thought
there would, the reason was that in consequence of the
several accidents that had happened, it was heated much
more than it could have been in the regular course of
business, especially as the pewter plates had been thrown
into the furnace, a thing never done before. I was highly
pleased that my work had succeeded so well, and went to
Pisa to pay my respects to the duke, who received me in
the most gracious manner imaginable. The duchess vied
with him in kindness to me, and though the steward had
written them an account of the affair, it appeared to them
much more wonderful and extraordinary when I related
it myself. Upon my speaking to him of the foot of Perseus,
which had not come out, (a circumstance of which I had
apprized his excellency,) I perceived that he was filled
with the utmost astonishment and told the affair to the
duchess in the same terms that I had before related to
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